New Hampshire Justice
Misdemeanors

Report

Mast stirinal charges, regardless of
their level of seriousness, aze begun
cither e to the report of a crime to

the palice, or dizect detertion of crime

by the police.
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System:
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Investigation

Crininal investigations may
procesdin a varisty of ways

ddore
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Arrest

When o law enforcement officer
takes someone mto their custody,
they have performed an arest

orz
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Complaint

A written statement of criminal
charges against a defendant
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Arraignment (District Court)
The hearing at which charges are formally
presentad 1o the defendant and at which an
initial plea may be entered.
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Guilty Plea

Although sny eximinal defendant has an
absolate fight to plead not guilty and to
Force the prosseution to prove their guitt
at trial, sach defendant slso has the right
to plead guilty and adnit the charges
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Conviction
Whett the coust determiines that ths
defendant is guilty of an offenss, the

defendant is said to be conwicted.
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Pre-Sentence Investigation

The department of corrections
conducts investigations of the
background of the case and of the
defendant in many felony casas, and
in afew misdemesaor cases.
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Trial before Judge

2t the trial of a criminal case, evidence
must be presented by the prosecution that
is sufficient io prove guik.
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Acquittal

The judgment of & coust, tht the
defendant is not guity of s charged
criminal offense.
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Out of System
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After a defendant has been convicted|
at trial or dus to a plea of guilty, the
court will hold & sentencing heating

Sentencing Hearing
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Acquittal

The judgment of a court, that the
defendant is not guilty of @ charged:
crituinel offense
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The fine for misdemeenor cases may

not exceed two thousand dollats, and

inmost felony cases may not exceed
Four thousand dollars

A type of criminal sentence thal
permits the offender 1o remain
unconfined 5o long as certain

conditions are met, and subject to the
supervision of a probation officer

House of Corrections

Each county in New Hampshize has
Houge of Corrections

g
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mmustffelurg :asesdn:)glnwt. e | S House of Comections decision of & lovwer court and change
SELESHST 20 supervision of a probation officer % 2
fore
ore e More
A
Discharge
When parole of probation is
completed and the offender is no
langer subject o the jurisdiction of Heleass
ihe department of corrections, sthe is
said o be " discharged."
More
A
Arraignment (Superior Court)
The heating at which charges are formally
presented to the defendant and at which an
initial plea may be entered
More
Out of System
Guilty Plea :
Trial
Although any criminal defendant has an
absolute right to plead not guilty and to At the trial of a criminal case, evidence
foros the prosecution to prove their guilt must be presented by the prosscution that [,
at trial, each defendant also has the right is sufficient Lo prove guil,
to plead guilty and aduit the charges
Aore
Adare
Conviction
When the court determines that the
defendant is guilly of an offense, the
defendant is said to be convicted,
Adare
Sentencing Hearing
Afer a defendant has been convicted|
at trial or due to a plea of guilty, the
court will hold & sentencing heating.
Aforz
Hine Probation

Appeal to Supreme Court

The request that a court with
appellate jutisdiction review the
decision of 2 lowes court and change

Re-sentencing

Tust as problems in a trial may tequire
that a criminel trial be repeated,
defects in the sentencing procedure
may require re-sentencing

More

New Trial

Two or more trials may be held in
particular criminal eases under several
circumstances.
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A
Discharge
When parole of probation is
completed and the offenderis no
longer subject o the junisdiction of BElRAsE
the department of corrections, s/he is
saiel to be "discharged " k.
More
Convictiow/Sentence
Upheld
A

Out of System

Conviction/Sentence Reversed

When a defendant successfully

challenges her conviction on appedl, the
appellate court will enter an order which
severses the derision of the lower cout
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Dismissal

The termination of a court
proceeding, typically by court order
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