DRAFT - 
Windham Historic District / Heritage Committee
Meeting Thursday, August 6, 2020
Windham Town Museum, 7:00PM

Present: Frank Farmer (Alternate), Peter Griffin (Regular), Carol Pynn (Regular), Derek Saffie (Regular), Dr. Michael Speidel (Regular), Wendy Williams (Regular)
Absent (Excused): Skot Pare (Alternate), Heath Partington (Selectmen Liaison)

The Windham Historic District / Heritage Commission mourns the loss of Joan Normington. Normington will be joyfully remembered for her dedication to preserving the history of Windham, and enthusiastically sharing her invaluable knowledge for the benefit of this Commission and others. 
Obituary

A historic siding expert will evaluate the Town Hall and provide his recommendation of best preservation strategy, as well as a more accurate estimate of the cost to restore/replace the siding. Dennis Senibaldi had planned on submitting a CIP proposal of around $150,000 for restoration and replacement of the Town Hall siding. 
The 2021 budget for the Commission is due in September. Wendy Williams informed the Commission she intends on asking for $7,300, the same as 2020. A minimal portion of the 2020 budget has been spent thus far.
Carol Pynn provided an update on the damage to the historic Cobbett’s Pond bridge. While the damage has not yet been repaired, the DOT has acknowledged the bridge is historic and will be repaired. Carol suggested having a plaque made and placed on the bridge to indicate its historical significance.
The CDD has requested the Commission provide them with a list of historic street name suggestions. Any new names will be added to the most recently compiled list and submitted to CDD. 
Frank Farmer provided an update on the electrification of the Windham Depot. He has five recommended electricians, but still needs a list of what exactly is required for the job. The current plan is to ask one of the electricians to evaluate what is needed and then solicit a couple of quotes; should have an estimate of cost by September.
Peter Griffin informed the Commission that Dennis Senibaldi has sprayed the poison ivy in the area of the Governor Dinsmore Plaque and plans to take down one tree behind the wall. 
The historic property map for the master plan is almost completed. 
Wendy Williams has been working with the state to arrange a site walk with Alex Ray at 88 Range Road. As the state’s efforts to schedule a site walk have been futile, Wendy will follow-up to figure out the next steps.
Heath Partington had previously suggested the Rules of Procedure for the Commission should be reviewed and updated. Wendy Williams located an early revision of the Commission’s Rules of Procedure to use when drafting an updated version.
Section 719 land use ordinances may need to be clarified to ensure it can be properly interpreted and followed.
Dr. Michael Speidel has switched positions with Frank Farmer, becoming a Regular, while Frank becomes an Alternate.
Peter Griffin motioned to approve the July meeting minutes, seconded by Carol Pynn; passed 5 - 0.
Peter Griffin gave an update on the Town Common Beautification Committee. A contractor has been identified to pour the footings for the bridge. 
Wendy Williams is waiting for a reply from the Fire Chief for an updated status of the badges.
The Commission is seeking a volunteer interested in the open alternate position with a three year term. There was a brief discussion of the possibility of arranging for a high school volunteer to work with the Commission while fulfilling service hour requirements. 
The sale of the Nutfield 300th medals will be put on hold until 2021.
Wendy Williams led a discussion of the lack of notification for permits relating to properties on the Historical/Cultural Resource List. Dr. Michael Speidel suggested sending a letter to those responsible informing them of their required duty.
The Planning Board had an email TRC for case 2020-14. Lot 17-I-300 is on the Historical/Cultural Resource List and the Commission submitted comments for inclusion in the online case file.
Peter Griffin made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:03PM; seconded by Dr. Michael Speidel and passed  5 - 0.
Minutes by Derek Saffie – Secretary


