BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
Minutes of February 28, 2022
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Ross McLeod called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm; opening with the
Pledge of Allegiance. Selectmen Bruce Breton and Roger Hohenberger were present, as was Town
Administrator David Sullivan. Selectmen Heath Partington and Jennifer Simmons were excused.
Mr. McLeod requested a moment of silence to acknowledge the passing of long-time resident Vic
Landy; noting the latter’s many contributions over his lifetime to the Town and Recreation.
REQUEST FOR USE OF RAIL TRAIL: John Mortimer of Millennium Running, LLC requested the
Board’s approval to use a portion of the Rail Trail on April 10, 2022 for a relay race to benefit the Derry
and Windham Rail Trail Alliances and CMC’s Vascular Institute.
Wayne Morris, Rail Trail Alliance, approached noting that this and their Flat n’ Fast will be the two
races for 2022; adding the trail will not be overburdened. Discussion ensued regarding other use
requests versus this, and possible partnership between the Alliance and Millennium on the Flat n’ Fast.
Chief McPherson advised that he and Derry Police and Fire had met and that the race will operate the
same as last year; adding he had no issues with the request.
Captain Caron indicated he has spoken with Mr. Mortimer and advised that he is not fond of this race as
it crosses North Lowell Road; explaining there is not a lot of cooperation with Derry to detour the
traffic. He advised they will make it work and, if Derry detours Windham will as well; adding the
resources to make the race work have been promised. Discussion ensued regarding the race route, which
crosses North Lowell Road four times entailing traffic stops. Captain Caron clarified that an additional
officer will be added for traffic control, which Millennium has agreed to pay for.
Mr. Hohenberger sought clarification as to whether Millennium could guarantee the race would be
completed by 2:00 PM, and discussion ensued regarding last year which had been finished by that time.
Mr. Morris suggested that there be a future discussion with the State regarding the Trail crossing at
North Lowell; noting that traffic there goes 50mph and several years ago an elderly gentleman had been
hit. Mr. Sullivan indicated that he has been working with the DOT regarding grant funding, which is
limited; adding it could be funded through the ARPA monies.
After further discussion regarding the route/length of the race, the duration involved, closure of the
Trail, and ensuring detours by Derry in the future, Mr. Hohenberger moved and Mr. Breton seconded to
allow Millennium use of the Rail Trail from 7:30 PM to 3:00 PM on April 10. Motion passed 2-1, with
Mr. McLeod opposed, explaining he was not a fan of tying up the trail for that length of time on a
Sunday and also citing the risks involved as noted by Captain Caron.
FINANCE DIRECTOR: Daniel Popovici-Muller presented his year-end financial update, as attached.
Discussion included:


Tax Anticipation Notes



Pre-payment of bonds and the value of same, if any



Per diem interest payments



Accounting/tracking of ARPA grant funds

Mr. Hohenberger requested that Mr. Popovici-Muller prepare an outline of ARPA disbursements thus
far for his Q1 report, and Mr. Breton indicated he would like a tally of unexpended salaries including
benefits. Mr. Popovici-Muller will follow up.
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USE OF FISCAL RECOVERY FUNDS: There was lengthy discussion between the Board and Mr.
Sullivan regarding the lack of a runny tally of what has been expended from the available funds, the
need for a plan of expenditures versus awarding on a first come first serve basis, the timeline to earmark
and expend the funds, and that they can be used for any purpose. It was the consensus that a deadline of
4/5 be established for requests, followed by a workshop to review same on 4/11.
Fire Department: Assistant Chief Brady explained the Department was requesting funds in order to add
additional operating capacity to our radio network; indicating that Fire and Police have their own
frequencies which can be easily overwhelmed during events. He reviewed a diagram of our system
network, explaining that new equipment for Emergency Management can basically be dropped in and
will provide additional capacity to handle multiple events. Assistant Chief Brady also requested that, if
approved, the purchase be awarded to Motorola; explaining the total project cost is $66,567.50 and there
is a remaining balance of $11,647 available in the Town’s grant from the NH Local Equipment Purchase
Program.
Discussion ensued regarding the FCC and frequency availability, process for assigning frequencies, and
location of the new equipment.
Mr. Breton then moved and Mr. Hohenberger seconded to approve the request of the Fire Department as
presented for option 2, which is a 3 Site Voting Repeater at WHS with receivers at Jenny’s Hill and
WMS. Passed unanimously.
Police Department: Captain Mike Caron requested approval to expend not more than $15,000 to replace
the treadmill and elliptical machine at the station; noting the equipment is aging and in various states of
disrepair. He indicated that, if approved, he will return to the Board with firmer price quotes; explaining
tonight’s estimate is based on last year’s numbers.
After discussion regarding the level of equipment use by staff, commercial versus personal grade
equipment, gym design, and quotes versus bids, Mr. Hohenberger moved and Mr. Breton seconded to
authorize Captain Caron to go out to bid for up to $15,000 in equipment to be funded out of the ARPA
monies. Passed unanimously.
Rail Trail: Wayne Morris of the Rail Trail Alliance explained that the bridge over Governor Dinsmore
Road is in need of re-decking; going on to cite the previous safety issues which led to the currently
installed metal plates that become slippery when wet. He indicated this project is estimated at
approximately $30,000, and thus does not meet the CIP threshold; going on to point out the high usage
and benefits of the Trail.
After lengthy discussion with input from General Services Director Dennis Senibaldi and Wayne Morris
regarding the current configuration, timing and logistics of the repairs, and the need to obtain bids given
the estimated costs, it was the consensus of the Board to support the project and that bids be obtained for
the full scope of work.
OLD/NEW BUSINESS: Mr. Sullivan advised that Community Development Director Alex Mello had
requested that Code Enforcement Officer George Frangomihalos be appointed as Deputy Health Officer.
Mr. Breton moved and Mr. Hohenberger seconded to approve the appointment as requested. Passed
unanimously.
Mr. McLeod asked that an agenda item with IT be scheduled to discuss an inventory of the Town assets.
Mr. Sullivan indicated that this will be part of the IT Director’s Strategic Plan presentation. Discussion
ensued, with Mr. McLeod requesting that methods to prevent cyber attacks be added to that
presentation.
CORRESPONDENCE: None.
Approved Board of Selectmen Minutes 02/28/2022

Page 2 of 3

NON-PUBLIC SESSION: Mr. Hohenberger moved and Mr. Breton seconded to enter into non-public
session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3, II b. Roll call vote – all “yes”.
MINUTES: Prior to entering into non-public, the Board addressed the following:
Mr. Hohenberger moved and Mr. Breton seconded to approve the minutes of 1/13 as written, Passed
unanimously.
Mr. Hohenberger moved and Mr. Breton seconded to approve the minutes of 2/12 as written. Passed
unanimously.
Mr. Hohenberger moved and Mr. Breton seconded to approve the minutes of 2/14 as written. Passed
unanimously.
NON-PUBLIC: Personnel – The Board, Mr. Sullivan, Chief McPherson and Mrs. Carmichael were
present.
Chief McPherson announced the resignation of Firefighter Arel. He requested to begin the hiring
process at Step 2 of the Non-Union Scale.
Mr. Breton made a motion to approve the Chief’s request, seconded by Mr. Hohenberger. Motion
approved 3/0.
Chief McPherson left the non-public meeting.
Mr. Breton made a motion, second by Mr. Hohenberger to allow Ms. Simmons and Mr. Partington to
join the meeting via phone. Roll call vote - Motion approved 3/0.
Personnel – The minutes of this session were sealed by vote of the Board (see motion below).
Mr. Breton made a motion to end the non-public session at 9:05pm, second by Mr. Hohenberger. Roll
call vote: Motion approved 5/0.
Mr. Breton made a motion to seal the minutes of the meeting until the new Town Administrator is hired
and in place. Second by Mr. Hohenberger. Roll call vote - Motion approved 5/0.
Mr. Hohenberger made a motion to adjourn at 9:10pm, second by Mr. Breton. Roll call vote - Motion
approved 5/0.
Respectfully submitted,
David Sullivan, Town Administrator
Wendi Devlin, Administrative Assistant
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