WEDC MEETING MINUTES
FRIDAY April 17, 2015
Approved
Present:  Chair A. Letizio
Members:  C. Roberts, P. Gosselin, M. Oldenburg, D. Morris, N. Lyons-Baker
Arriving Late:  R. Valentine, E. Gallagher  
Alternate:  J. Desilets

Excused:  L. Walker
Absent:  B. Breton
CDD:  Laura Scott, excused at 8am
Meeting not being filmed by community TV.

Chair A. Letizio opened meeting at 7:34am with Group Pledge of Allegiance

Introductions of all members by A. Letizio 
Approval Minutes of March 13th & 27th meetings.

Motion:  P. Gosselin 2nd B. Higgins.

6-0-1 N. Lyon’s Baker abstained

Chair Letizio explained the reelection of chair position.  The bylaws were waived by Board of Selectmen to allow A. Letizio to Chair, this only good until after March elections.  
Motion by Charlie to keep Al on as chair through July, seconded by B. Higgins
6-0-1 A. Letizio abstained

Communications Sub Committee update:
C. Roberts outlined the articles we’ve sent thus far.  Discussed latest communication of Market Square.  WEDC agreed to send another communication before May 13th Date.  E. Gallagher weighed in with some suggestions:  1) Keep it fact based, potential focus on tax revenue potential for Market Square.  P. Gosselin also said “stick with the facts”.  B. Higgins mentioned core values theme, how does it fit into the Master Plan, and potential for tax base.  Report the potential Positive Impact.  A. Letizio mentioned a potential outline of the 93 configuration.  Committee thought it might be premature at this point.  J. Deselits: Stay focused on the benefit of the site not the potential road blocks.  Discussed Gateway committee decided to wait until mid May for communication.  Was mentioned by M. Oldenburg to reach out to Rex to discuss the potential for tax revenue and then report on Market Square.  D. Morris mentioned that perhaps we should hold off on Communications update until near the end as we will then have time to hear various things happening in the subcommittees which could lead to a more detailed list of things to right about.  The Committee was in agreement.
Resignation accepted from Alan Carpenter to resign from Market Square Subcommittee
1)  R. Valentine accept w/appreciation

2) E. Gallagher – accept w/appreciation   8-0-0
Offering from SFC Engineering:  To help with design for presentation for Market Square.  Carl Dubay had questioned A. Letizio about it.  Eventually we all agreed that it would be ok for SFC to do some volunteer work for us to help the town.  R. Valentine said this is a “normal step in the process” and it is qualified.  No different than anything else that has come before the planning board. 

Motion to “accept offer for SFC to provide a conceptual plan for the April 30th Market Square Sub Committee meeting.

Motion by R. Valentine 2nd by M. Oldenburg   8-0-0

Market Square Update:

Al Letizio update:  Next meeting April 30th, will be preparing presentation for the 5/8/15 WEDC meeting for approval to present to the Planning Board on 5/13/15.  

Infrastructure:  

1) Focus has been on watching DES with the request to test wells in town.  Want to see the impact of MBTE waterline, these tests are being paid for by Exxon Mobil.  

2) 2)  Roughly 100 million dollars in Grief fund at State of NH.  There is a push by some folks to put it into the “General Revenue Fund”.  R. Valentine’s opinion that it should be help out for special projects.
3) Also trying to set up meeting with Eversource & Liberty to gather information.

Land Use:

No meeting since last time – The focus to continue analyzing various parcels of land in town

Liaison Reports:
B. of Selectmen:  Need to weigh in on whether Town is interested in land that the State is selling in Windham.  WEDC discussed and looked at Parcel in detail.  
Motion:  P. Gosselin to recommend we encourage State sale of land to abutter.  2nd R. Valentine.  8-0-0

Al Letizio discussed the Kinder Morgan Pipeline project and its potential impact on home owners.  Al said there isn’t enough information about the location of the project yet as they could potentially move the location.  He did say he would oppose this if it were to affect homeowners.  There could potentially be 46 households affected.  Al & Joel Desilets did walks of the potentially affected properties.  P. Gosselin asked if the Federal Government could claim Eminent Domain and the answer was yes.  B. Higgins mentioned he had attended the meeting 
held in reference to the above and said he learned quite a bit and also brought up that there is potential revenue to the Town of $250,000.  It was said again that it is too early to really know how it will affect residents and their properties.  In the September/October timeframe there will be a presentation to the Federal Government in regards to this.  J. Desilets mentioned that we should confirm that there is negotiation between Kinder Morgan and Eversource to move pipeline in an area that will not affect resident’s properties.  
Planning Board:

P. Gosselin, planning board is looking for help from the WEDC to help write the Economic Development Committee chapter.  P. Gosselin made motion to create a Master Plan Subcommittee, 2nd by R. Valentine    8-0-0

Next there was a motion made by E. Gallagher to accept the following members to Master Plan Subcommittee:  Paul, Ralph, Noel, Mike, Bob.  2nd by Charlie.  8-0-0

Next a motion was made by R. Valentine to elect P. Gosselin chair of committee.  This motion was seconded by E. Gallager.  8-0-0

TRC

N. Lyons-Baker did not have much to report except 4 new skilled care beds in Town.  

REDC CEDS:  R. Valentine, not much to report.

Chamber Update:

D. Morris reported various events happening at the Chamber and gave her update.
Motion to adjourn by R. Valentine 2nd E. Gallagher   Meeting adjourned 9:16am.

